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ICEL: A Brief History

ICEL was estublished in 1969 in New Delhi by Wolfgaung Bur-
henne und Nugendra Singh, President of the International
Court of Justice, following the cull of the IUCN Generul As-
sembly at its meeting in India in 1969, with the initial Gover-
nhors beiny Wolfguny Burhenne (Germuny), Homer Angelo
(USA), Cyrille de Klemme (Frunce), Nugendru Singh (Indiay),
Bubu Dioum (Sehegdl) und Charles van der Elst (Belgium).

ICEL’s mujor uchievements include substutive work resulting
in the UN World Charter for Nature (UN General Assembly re-
solution 37/7, 28 October 1982) the Convention on Internu-
fiondl Trade in Endunygered Species of Wild Flora und Fauna
(CITES), the Bonn Convention on Migratory Species, und the
Convention on Biological Diversity and other regional and
infernationul fredties. Francoise Burhenne-Guilmin, was for
many yedrs I[UCN Legul Officer und Heud of the IUCN Envi-
ronmentul Luw Center. She wus instrumentul supporting the
work of ICEL und the making of modern environmental [aw.

Ambussador Amado Tolentino, o founder of environmenh-
tal law in the Philippines, succeeded Nuyendra Singh ds
Co-Executive Goverhor. He pluyed un essentiul role in the
plans to continue ICEL in 2017.

A brief history of ICEL und d link to Barbara J. Lausche’s book,
Weuving u Web of Environmentul Law (2008), ure uvduiluble
at ICEL’s welbsite: History of ICEL — ICEL (icelinternational.org).
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Presentation

Deur ICEL Members, Supporters, und Friends:

On behdlf of the Bourd of Governors of the Internationul Council of Environmental Law, uand with
memories of our founders Dr. Wolfgunyg Burhenne and Justice Nugendra Singh, we bring you the
recent history of ICEL — 2017-2022 - buildiny upon ICEL’s five decudes in environmentadl l[aw-making.

ICEL’s Executive Governhor, Dr. Wolfgang Burhenne, d pioneer of environmental law and key urchitect
of the modern environmentdl law movement, pussed away on 6 January 2017 ut the uge of 92, Fol-
lowing his memoridl, senior ICEL members gathered in Bonn to authorize the reorganization of ICEL.
We are pleused to report to you the diligent work of the past six years to restructure ICEL.

At ICEL’s 50™ unniversary, its Bourd of Governors met in Madrid to authorize its reorganization, to en-
able ICEL to continue its work with nations fo advance environmental laws to cope with Earth’s eco-
logicul crises. The guthering crises of the planet are uamply summarized in UNEP’s scientific synthesis
report entitled “Muking Pedce with Nature.”!

Environmental law-mauking is demunded of us if we dll ure to uvert the impucts of these crises. Your
contributions, us distinguished environmental jurist, supporter, or friend, have never been mMore urgently
heeded.

2023 is the yeur that ICEL is fully relaunched in its new design, continuing the work of the world’s first
and thus oldest ussembly of jurists devoted to building the field of environmentadl law. In 1969, when
ICEL wus founded in New Delhi, this field of luw did hot exist. International Environmental Law toduy
now provides the essential framework for addressing climute change, biodiversity loss and pollution.
Nationdlly, environmentul law provides the rapidly growiny, but not fully effective, foundution for
implementing international nhorms und for pioheering hew auvenues toward stewardship of Earth’s
living systems. Your leudership, persondlly, and collectively through ICEL, has been instrumental in this
success. Thunk you und conygrautulutions!

2023 is the year dll hations fuce their obligutions to ensure observance of the Human Right to u
“cleun, heulthy and sustaindble environment”, adopted by the United Nuations General Assembly
(UNGA), resolution 76/300, udopted 28 July 2022. At the 1972 Stockholm Conference on the Humaun
Environment, attended by Wolfyuny Burhenhe and Frangoise Burhenne-Guilmin (where they recruit-
ed hew members, including Prof. Nicholus A. Robinson), hations uyreed thut people huve u fundu-
mentul right to “un environment of u qudlity that permits d life of dignity und well-being.” Since this
soft law formulation, in 50 yedrs hations have come to recoynize that dll Human Rights are founded
on the Human Right to the Environment. In 2015, dll hations unanimously agreed on the objectives
to redlize this right through adopting the 17 Sustaindble Development Godls (SDGs). The Convention
oh Migratory Species pruised Wolfgung Burhenne’s work at the 50" anniversary Stockholm Meeting
plenary. CMS is an important contributor to attaining SDG 15,

2023 is a crifical year preparing for the 2024 UN Summit of the Future, an opportunity for “reinvigo-
rating multilateralism, boosting implementation of existing commitments, agreeing on concrete solu-

1 https://www.unep.ory/resources/muking-peuce-nuture
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fions to common chullehyes and restoring trust among Member States”, UNGA resolution 76/307,
udopted 8 September 2022. The convening of this Summit is a recoghition that collective well-beinyg,
sufety, security, and prosperity are deeply intertwined and that the fundumental purposes und prin-
ciples of the UN Chuarter are ut stake. The implementution of ugreed frumeworks, including the 2030
Ayenda und the SDGs und the Addis Abubu Action Agendu for finanhcing sustainable development,
us well us the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change und its Paris Agreement,
und the newly agreed Globual Biodiversity Framework, dll reyuire legdl principles and tools.

2023 is ulso the yeur UN memibers stutes came toyether, adopting on 29 March 2023, by consensus,
UNGA resolution 77/276 requesting un advisory opinion from the International Court of Justice (ICJ)
oh the obligutions of Stutes in respect of climute change, u milestone in internationul environmen-
tal diplomacy. The resolution specificully requests the ICJ to render an opinion on the obligutions of
States under infernational law to ensure the protection of the climate system from anthropogenic
emissions of greenhouse yuses. The resolution further requests the Court’s opinion on the legyul conse-
yuences under obligutions for Stutes where they, by their ucts and omissions, have cuused sighificant
harm to the climate system with respect to States, and in particular, smaill island developing States,
and people of present aund future generations.

In 2023 the UN will ulso consider the possibility of convening und the scope of u high-level meeting,
tentatively entitled “Earth Assembly”, to be held in 2024, “so that un evolving hon-unthropocentric or
Earth-centred purudigm continues to reinforce multilateralism through the discussion of dlternutive
holistic upprouches bused on diverse world views that may contribute to the implementation of the

ICEL Executive Governhor, Prof, Nicholas A. Robinhson and Uhiversidad Carlos Ill Madrid Vice-Rector
for Institutiondl Relations and Sustaincable Develoment, Prof. Maria Luisa Gohzdlez-Cuéllar Serraho
sigh the cooperdtion agreemehnt between ICEL ahd UC3M. Under agreement, the ICEL Ihternhationdl
Secretariat was established at UC3M as a Center dffiliated to the Pascual Madoz Institute of Spatial

Planning, Urbahism anhd the Environment.
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2030 Aygyendu for Sustuinuble Development and
beyond,” UNGA resolution 77/169, pussed 14 De-
cember 2022.

ICEL’s tusks toduy continue to be to eluborute
the globudl systems of environmentdl rights aund
responsibilities and law for stewardship of life
throughout Edarth’s biosphere. This is no small fusk,
but through your work — in parthership with many
others - accomplishments of the pust 50 yedrs
demonstrate that it is possible. The United Nu-
tions Environment Assembly meets biannudlly in
Nairobi, und ICEL participutes actively, just as it
has in every yedr since the General Assembly es-
tablished the UN Environment Programme (UNEP)
through Wolfguny Burhenne, Donuld Kuniuruy,
Victor Tufur, Antonio Benjumin und others. UNEA is
eluboruting the ylobul regimes for environmental
(@SR ClelyRClolVClpllgdlieplelCipeWelolglieolsl  stewardship. UNEA's lutest initiutive is fo launch
und ICEL Chancellor Justice Antonio H. the neyotiutions for leyully binding instrument to
Benjumin ut the IUCN World Congress in control pollution by plustics, und ICEL is prepur-
Muairseille 2021. ing recommendutions for the heyotiutions to ud-
dress the legucy of plastic waste in landfills across
virtudlly all nations. ICEL is ulso working on UNEA's

iniitative to uddress the Nitrogyen cycle.

This report will inform you about how ICEL has restructured itself in order to share the expertise of its
members for the next 50 yeurs. To do so, ICEL welcomes your sustuined support und pdarticipation.
support aund participution.

Each ICEL member in yood stunding in 2017, is beinyg honored for their pust uccomplishments in our
field and invited to accept ICEL uppointment as a Distinguished Jurist in Environmehtal Law, and will
be invited to contribute to ICEL’s on-going und future programs aund projects. New supjporters aund
friends ure heeded us well to co-creute the ylobdl systems for stewardship of life throughout Earth’s
biosphere.

This report brings you up to dute on: (i) ICEL’s reorganization and goverhunce; (i) ICEL’s substuntive
projects to udvance environmentdl law in recent yeuars, while it was reorganizing; (iii) ICEL's agendu
of consultations und studies; (iv) ICEL’s representatives and punel of advisors; und (v) ICEL’s invitation
tfo you und others to become ICEL Jurists, supporters und friends, contributing to ICEL’s educdation
und cupucity-building endeuvors through the Codlition For Ecoloyicul Law.,
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The ICEL International Secretariat was established at UC3M in April 2019, (from the website-

Secretariat of ICEL - ICEL (icelinternational.org)

At Universidad Carlos Il Madrid, November 2019, Professor Eckard Rehbinder and Reinhard Krapp,
ICEL Representdtive in Bonh



https://icelinternational.org/about/secretariat-of-icel/

Rebuildinyg ICEL — Secreturiut
Relocutes to Mudrid — A New
Design Fit for Purpose
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Rebuilding ICEL- Secretariat Relocates to Madrid —
A New Design Fit for Purpose

2017-2023 Program

ICEL’s Bourd of Goverhors has uddressed two themes in the puast five yedars. First, to sustain ICEL’s mis-
sion to provide leyul expertise towards the proyressive development of environmentul laws (see purt
). Second, to restructure ICEL's membership and governance to be better equipped to meet the
Earth’s depending environmental crises (see purt 1). This fimeline summarizes the meusures tuken to
reposition ICEL to udvance globul ecoloyicul stewardship for the coming decudes.

2017 Meeting of the ICEL Bourd of Governors in Paris. Adopting ICEL revised by-laws to perpetuate
ICEL. Pdticipunts: Donald Kaniaru, Eckard Rehbinhder, Nicholas Robinson, Antonio Benjumin, Nilu-
fer Orul und ICEL Co-Executive Governor Ambussador Amaudo Tolentino from Philippines viu link.

2018 Reorgunization beyins. Prof. Victor Tafur wus uppointed Associate Executive Governor und UN
Representutive in New York. UN ECOSOC Roster Status us un internutional orgunization of ex-
perts renewed, und other UN Observer stutus reestablished by Prof. Tafur, Donald Kaniaru rati-
fied as Representutive to UNEP in Nuirobi. Milenu Bellini-Sheppard ratified as Representative to
UN in Genevu, Process beinygs to find a host institution for ICEL’s International Secretariat, Prof,
Teresu Parejo joins to work on this task. ICEL's membership in IUCN confirmed us un internutionadl
non-gobernmentul orgunization und dues puid.

April 2019 Meeting in Madrid to heyotiate a cooperdation agreement between ICEL und Carlos lll de
Madrid University (Spain) (hereinafter UC3M). Under a General Cooperdution Protocol and its
Annex, the ICEL International Secretariat wus estublished at UC3M us a Center dffiliated to the
Puscuul Mudoz Institute of Sputiul Plunning, Urbunism and the Environment.? Prof. Teresu Purejo
wus hamed Director of the ICEL’s Secreturiat in Madrid at UC3M. A joint ICEL/UC3M” Monito-
ring Committee was estublished under the Protocol.

July 2019 Meetings by Nicholus Robinson, Koh Kheny Liun and Milenha Bellini-Sheppuard with UN und
Swiss officiuls und the IUCN Director und stuf regurding ICEL mutters. ICEL hosts its annual dinnher
honoring members of the UN International Law Commission (ILC).

November 2019 At ICEL’s 50" anniversary, members met in Madrid fo elect u Bourd of Goverhors,
with geoyruphic und gender bulunce, for stugyered 3-yeur terms to ensure rotution. Spunish is
udoted dlony with English und French as official ICEL lungudges. See box below.

December 2019 ICEL welcomes donution of 40,000 Euros (2 yifts of 20,000 euch deposited with
UC3M) jointly from Prof. Koh Kheny Lian and KJ Lim in memory of their parents Mr. and Mrs. Lim
Penhg Huun. Nicholus A. Robinson dlso made a yift for ICEL’s work on artificial intelligence und
blockchuin upplicutions for conservation (of US$10,000 deposited with UC3M).

2 See A New Secreturiut in Mudrid — ICEL (icelinternutionul.ory).
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Rebuilding ICEL- Secretariat Relocates to Madrid —
A New Design Fit for Purpose

2020 Received yrunt for Apteniu-Stifftuny Foundution (Busel)® to support the work of ICEL during its
reorgunization (100,000€ deposited with UC3M).

2020 Prof. Montserrat Abud Custelos wus humed Co-Director of the ICEL’s Secreturiat in Madrid at
UC3M.

December 2020 ICEL members und the Bourd of Governors formually decide to reconstitute in Spain
us un ussociution under the Orgunic Law 1/2002, reyuluting the Law of Associution, und ifs
complementury norms.

May 2021 ICEL's juridical status as un international honh-gobernmental organization was approved in
Spuin as Asociacioh Cohsejo Internhacional de Derecho Ambientdl-ICEL, with legal address ut:
Avenhidu Menéndez Peluyo No.67, Locul 6, Edificio Torre del Retiro 28008 Mudrid, Espuiy,

September 2021 Murseille, France, Assembly und Bourd meeting. In person uttendees included Ni-
cholus A. Robinson, Antonio Benjumin, Christina Voigt, Montserrat Abad Castelos, Reinhard
Krapp, Donhdld Kaniaru aund Victor Tafur,

February 2022 ICEL received the tux uuthorization humber.

October 2022 Oslo, Norwuay, ICEL holds its annhual Assembly and Board meeting at the Law Faculty of
the University of Oslo.

March 2023 To support ICEL, senior ICEL members estublished the Consortium for Ecoloyicul Law,
Inc., to rdise fund in the US for udvauncing international enviornmental law under New York Law,
Authorized by the Board in Oslo in 2023 and beihy implemented in 2023.

March 2023 Hybrid Meeting of Bourd of Governors to authorize udministrative und financial mutters
in its seat in Madrid, elect interim Secretary, appoint Prof. Victor Tufur us ICEL's Chief Administra-
tive Officer, und confirm cooperution with the Consortium for Ecologicul Law in NY.

October 2023 ICEL to convene the unnuul Assembly und Board meeting in Madrid at UC3M.,

3 See https://upteniu.ory. The Apteniu Foundation is u private hon-profit orgunization. It is uctive in habitat
und lundscupe conservution und unimal protection.
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Hybrid” meeting of the Board of Governors of ICEL inh Marseille (Hotel Marriott Marseille Prado

Velodrome), September 4.

At Stockholm@50, Juhe 2022, Elizabeth Maruma Nrema, Executive Secretary CBD and Donald
Kaniaru, ICEL Representdtive in Ndirobi,
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ICEL MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS

Justice Antonio Benjumin (Bruzil) - Chuncellor (tferm ends 2024), Judge of the High Court of Brazil (Su-
perior Tribundl de Justicd), former Chuair, IUCN World Commission on Environmentul Law

Prof. Nicholus A. Robinson (U.S.A.) — Executive Goverhor of ICEL (tferm ends 2025) Emeritus Professor,
Elisubeth Huub School of New York

Prof. Mohserrat Abud Custelos (Spuin) — Vice-Chancellor (term ends 2024), Professor in Public Interna-
fional Law, Deputy Vice-Rector for Teuchiny Stuff Universidud Cuarlos Il Madrid (UC3M)

Prof. Teresu Purejo (Spuin) — Executive Vice-President & Treasurer (ferm ends 2025) Heud Sustainability
Depurtment, IBERIA, und Professor on leuve, UC3M

Prof. Victor Tufur (Colombia) — Secretary (ferm ends 2025) (UN HQ Representutive), Adjunct Professor,
Director UN Diplomucy Programe, Elisubeth Haub School of Law at Pace University

Prof. Christina Voigt (Norway) (ex-officio, as IUCN WCEL Chuir), University of Oslo Depuarttment of Pub-
lic und Internationul lauw, und Environmentul Coordinutor for Pluricourts-Center of Excellence

Prof. Nilufer Ordl (Turkey) —(ferm ends 2024), Member UN International Law Commission; Director of
the Center of International Law (CIL) at the National University of Singapore

Prof. Ben Boer (Australia) (tferm ends 2023) (Chuir, ICEL Publicutions Committee) Emeritus Professor,
University of Sydhey and Visiting Professor, Wuhan University (China)

Prof. Mualcolm Forster (U.K.) (term ends 2023), Formerly Parther, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer, and
Honorary Professor of International Law, Nottingham Law School, U K.

Prof. Koh Kheny Liun (Singupore) (term ends 2023) (Representutive to ASEAN), Emeritus Professor
and Former Director of the Asiu-Pucific Center for Environmental Law (APCEL), National University of
Singupore

Rose Lesley Kautoke, Esy. (Tongw) (tferm ends 2026), Attorney Generdl’s Office, Kingdom of Tongu

Prof. Patricia Kumeri-Mbote (Kenya)* (tferm ends 2022), Fuculty of Law, University of Nuirobi. Director
Law Division UNEP

Reinhard J. Krapp (Germany) (term ends 2022)* (Representative in Bonn), Minister and diplomat,
retired, Federul Republic of Germany

Prof. Eckard Rehbinder (Germany) (ferm ends 2026) (Advisor of ICEL transitions post 2016), Emeritus
Professor, Goethe-Universitat Frankfurt am Muain, Germany

4  Since 2017, these sixteen individuul have guided the orgunization of ICEL. Stephen McCuffrey (USA), Andrew
Wuaite (UK), Grettel Aguilar (Costu Ricu), Gustavo Alanis (Mexico), Elisaubeth Maruma Mrema (Tanzaniu), and
others, huve provided invuluuble yuidunce us well. All worked with founder Wolfgunyg E. Burhenne.
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Prof. Alexunder Solnhtsev (Russia) (ferm ends 2026), Heud of Depurtment of Infernational Law of the
People’s Friendship University in Russia (RUDN), Moscow

Prof. Zhou Chen (China)*® (tferm ends 2022), Professor Xiumen University Law School and Chief-Secre-
tary in International Environmentul Law of the Chinu Environmental and Resources Law Associution

Photo. ICEL Executive Goverhor Nicholas A. Robihson and ICEL Vice-Chahcellor Monserrat Abad

Cuastelos and ICEL Associate Executive Goverhor and UN Representdtive in NY, Victor M. Tafur, at
the IUCN World Congress in Marseille 2021,

Over 10.000€ Grants by Universidad Carlos Ill Madrid to Support ICEL

Led by Vice-Chancellor Montserrat Abad Castelos, the ICEL Secretariat has secured over 10.000€
in grants for the preparation and organization of academic and capacity-building events. In
2021, 5.500€ grant for a congress; in 2022, 3.300€ grant for a workshop (see section II). In 2023, to
date, a 1.500€ grant pledged for an event in the fall 2023.

5 At the next meetiny, scheduled for October 2023 in Mudrid, the ICEL Nominating Committee recommeds
that Prof Reihard Krupp be re-elected for u new term, ending 2027. Putriciu Kumeri-Mbote (Kenyu) und Prof,
Zhou Chen (Chinuw), ut the 7 October 2020 meetinyg in Olso, were hominuted by the Bourd to become ICEL
members (us they were undble to sign the initidlly filed documents), to be ratified at the October 2023 Assem-
bly in Madrid, uhd muy be elected to join the Bourd for u ferm, endiny 2027.
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Photo. ICEL Executive Goverhor Nicholds A. Robinson and ICEL Associdute Executive Governor and

UN Representdtive in NY, Victor M. Tafur, at the IUCN World Congress in Marseille 2021.
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Photo. ICEL Executive Goverhor Nicholds A. Robinson at the IUCN World Congress in Mdarseille 2021,

At Haihan University, October 2019, ICEL Executive Goverhor Nicholds A. Robihsoh

anhd Professor Wahg Xi
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Contributions To Strengthening Environmental Law
Since 2017

The pust five yeurs have withessed sighificunt advances in the globdl frumework of environmental
laws in furtherance of the SDGs und for restoring the ecoloyicul wellbeiny of the Earth. The urgency
for renewed legul meusures to hedl Earth is evident in the UNEP Report *Making Peuce with Nature”,
These yuins strengthen the intergenerutionul foundation for the future. Recoyhizing the Human Right
to the Environment instills rigor into dll international environmentul agreements us well us through ha-
tional and locul ecoloyicul laws. Protection of the environment in reldation to armed conflict is now u
cardinal horm of Infernational Humanitarian Law. The Covid-19 Pandemic has underscored the exis-
tential importunce of bestowing und sustuining bioloyicul diversity through cooperation programs of
the Convention on Biologicdl Diversity (CBD). The UN Environmental Assembly made chemicul exter-
nalities the focus of the ohyoing heyotiation from an agreement on plaustics. This timeline illustrates
the meusures ICEL has undertaken to support these gdins,

2018 (cont. 2019) Shured the ICEL/IUCN Druft Covenhunt on Environment und Development® with the
project for u Globual Pact for the Environmenht’ followed by UNGA participation in NY uand Ndirobi.
Antonio Benhjamin, Donald Kaniaru, and Victor Tafur participated in the on the proposed Globdl
Pact for the Environment (see below). ICEL members conftributed to its written submissions.

2018 (cont. 2019) ICEL contributed to the workiny yroup estublished by the UNGA to consider u report
that identifies and ussesses possible gups in international environmental lIaw and environment-re-
lated instruments with a view to strengthening their implementdation, pursuant fo UNGA resolution
72/277 entitled "Towards u Globdl Puct for the Environment” (10 May 2018), which resulted in the
uadoption of UNGA resolution 73/333, udopted 30 August 2019, “Follow-up to the report of the ud
hoc open-ended working group established pursuant to General Assembly Resolution 72/277
which endorsed the recomendutons from the Nauirobi consultutions. ICEL submitted written con-
fributions und purticiputed in side-events und in dll sessions in New York und Nuirobi.®

July 2018 ICEL held its unnuaul dinher honoring members of the UN International Law Commission,
at the 70th ILC Aniversary in NY, with special guest, former ILC member und Haub awdardee
Stephen McCuffrey for UN Agreement on Nonh-Navigational Uses of Infernational Watercourses
(New York, 1997). Hosted by Prof. Nicholas Robinson. Orgdnized with dssistance from ICEL Re-

6 Drdft Internutionul Covenant on Environment and Development : implementing sustainability - resource |
IUCN

7 ICEL’s ulso sponsored the book Gups in Internutiondl Environmental Law by M.A. Tigre, detdiling the fravedux
prépuaratoires on the consultutions “Towurds u Globul Puct for the Environment” (ELI, 2019). See Gups in In-
ternutionul Environmentul Law: Towurd u Globul Puct for the Environment | Environmentul Law Institute (eli.
ory)

8 Oryunizutionadl session in New York (September 2018) und 3 substuntive sessions in Nuirobi (Junuury, March
and May 2019).
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Contributions To Strengthening Environmental Law
Since 2017

presentative in Genevu, Milenu Bellini-Sheppuard (from Geneva) and ICEL UN Representdtive in
NY, Victor Tufur in New York.

December 2018 Published the first commentary on the Secretary-Generdl 's Report on Gups in Interna-
fional Environmental law report? and held brefing at the UN for over 100 Deleygutes (archived by
UN TV),'° orgunized with France, Seheyul und others, at UN Heudqyuarters in New York.

2018 (to date) Participuting in UNGA nheyotiutions for the development of un internutionul legully
bindiny insfrument under the United Nutions Convention on the Law of the Sed on the cohser-
vation aund sustdinuble use of Marine bioloygicul diversity of dreus beyonhd national jurisdiction
(BBNJ). BBNJ teum leud by ICEL Representutive for the Oceun, Hiroko Muruki-Gofttlieb.

March 2019 Purticiputed in the 4™ United Nutions Environment Assembly in Nairobi. In attendance,
Donuld Kuniuru, Representutive to UNEP in Nairobi, und Prof. Victor Tufur, UN Representutive in
New York.

July 2019 ICEL purticiputed in the IUCN Reyionul Conservation Forum for Europe, North and Centradl
Asiu held in Rotterdum, the Netherlunds, from the 1st fo the 3rd of July 2019, to prepure the
IUCN Congress in Marseille in 2020."

ICEL Bourd of Goverhors Members Teresa Parejo, Mdlcolm Forster, Reinhard Krapp and Victor M

Tafur with IUCN’s Enrique Lahmanh at the IUCN Regionhal Conservation Forum for Europe, North and
Cenftral Asia held in Rotterdam in July 2019, to prepdre the IUCN Congress in Mdarseille in 2020.

9 See NOTE UN.pdf (puce.edu); see ulso Home - Globul Puct for the Environment - Reseurch Guides ut Elis-
ubeth Haub School of Luw, Pace University.

10 See United Nutions WebTV dt http://webtv.un.orgy/wautch/strengthening-implementution-of-internution-
dl-environmental-luw /5977795659001 /?term=

11 See Reyionul Event in Rotterdum — ICEL (icelinternutionul.ory).

0 18


https://law.pace.edu/sites/default/files/Alumni/NOTE%20UN.pdf
https://libraryguides.law.pace.edu/icel
https://libraryguides.law.pace.edu/icel
http://webtv.un.org/watch/strengthening-implementation-of-international-environmental-law/5977795659001/?term=
http://webtv.un.org/watch/strengthening-implementation-of-international-environmental-law/5977795659001/?term=
https://icelinternational.org/2019/09/08/regional-event-in-rotterdam/

ICEL REPORT 2017- 2022 — to 2023 and beyond 0 @ @ @ o

Contributions To Strengthening Environmental Law
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November 2019 ICEL und UC3M, Puscuul Madoz Institu-
te, hosted un international symposium “The Future
of Migrdtory Species Laws - In An Age of Chanhging
Climates” in Madrid to inaugurate the new openinyg
of the Intfernational Secretariat in Madrid.

December 2019 ICEL und UC3M held d joint seminar us u
side event of the UN Conference on Climate Chan-
ge, COP25, in Mudrid. The event, which wus held
at UC3M’s Puerta de Toledo Cumpus, revolved
around two punels: “"The Law for Future Geheru-
tions” und “Decdrbonizing the Earth”. WCEL- IUCN
und the Puscudl Mudoz Institute were co-sponsors
of the event.’?

2020 (cont. 2021) Internutionul webinars on Zoohosis, CO-
VID-19, und Nuture Conservation Law with for [UCN
ICEL member Christinu Voight elected WCEL."” ICEL promoted discussion on “One World,

Chdir of the IUCN World Commission on One Heulth”: Leyul Prepurations to Avert u Punde-
Environmental Law (WCEL) at the IUCN Mmic.

World Conservation Conhgress held in

Marseille from 3-11 September 2021. October 2020 UN Side-event Briefing on Strengtheniny

Cooperdation for Infernational Environmental Law,
Co-spohnsored by the Missions of Costu Ricu und
France to the UN in New York.'

December 2020 Webinar “Towurds the Human Environment + 50 Conference: Ambitions and Limits”,
online event co-orgunized by UC3M und ICEL. The event’s main feature wus un interview with
the Executive Governor of ICEL und u round tuble mude up of experts to ussess the role of the
Stutes; internationul governmentul orgunizations; NGOs / civil society; und compunies.'®

September 2021 Participution in the IUCN World Conservation Congress in Marseille, France,'® and
2-day side event orgunized and cosponsored by IUCN WCEL und the Normundy Chdair for
Peuce (NCP) ut Murseille’s prestigious MUCEM museum, entitled “Peuce with Nuture: Laws for
Ecoloyicul Resilience.”" ICEL proposed, participuted in contact groups, und helped secure
udoption of various Motions to spur policy reform including, uddressing the climute crisis, inte-

12 See Puthwuys to the Future: The Law for Next Generations und Scenarios for Decurbonizing the Eurth — ICEL
(icelinternational.ory).

13 See COVID-19 - How Do We Prevent the Next Outbreuk? — ICEL (icelinternutional.ory).

14 UN Side-Event Briefing on Strengthening Cooperution for International Environmental Law — ICEL (icelinternu-
tiondl.ory).

15 Webinur “Towurds the Humaun Environment + 50 Conference: Ambitions und Limits — ICEL (icelinternutional.
ory).

16 See ICEL purticiputes in the World Conservation Congress 2021, Marseille, 3-11 September 2021 - ICEL (icelin-
ternutional.ory).

17 See ICEL CO-SPONSORS THE SYMPOSIUM “PEACE WITH NATURE: LAWS FOR ECOLOGICAL RESILIENCE” — ICEL
(icelinternutionul.ory).
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gruting policies to tucke the triple climute-biodiversity-pollution crises, incentivising renewuble
eheryy und rejectiny fossil-fuel subsidies, und biodiversity und zoonosis renouncing the Doc-
frine of Discovery, umony others'®,

November 2021 ICEL und the UC3M held un internutional Congress under the title “"Towards a Globul
Legdl Framework in Harmohy and Pecdce with Nature”, in a hybrid format, '

February and March 2022 Orgunized webinars side-events with the University of Nairobi (with Prof,
Collins O. Odote, CASELAP), und purticiputed ut UNEA-5.2 and 50™ unniversary of UNEP in Nai-
robi, February und March 2022.2° UNEP representutives und staukeholders, us well as UNEP and
UNEA delegutes, including the High Commissioner of Pakistun, puarticiputed in the events.

April 2022 Side Event on Earth Day April 22, at UN with NCP and UN French Mission in NY.

April 2022 Seminur ut Mohonk Mountuin House with with the UN-Mundated University for Pedace in
Costu Rica (UPEACE), und the Lenhupe Center, representing the indigenous First Nation and
Lenupehoking (where the UN is how situdted), and the Normady Chuair for Peauce (NCP) on
“Muaking Puce with Nature” with Tony Oposu und Lenhupe Center.

April 2022 Event co-orgunized with the Normundy Chdair for Peauce aut the UN Millenium Hilton on
the Good Stories Movement with Tony Oposa (Phillipines), with participution of the UN French
Mission in NY.

June 2022 Purticiputed und hosted d side-event seminar on *“Muking Peuce with Nature” at obser-
vunce of the 50™ Stockholm Conference onh the Human Environment, in Sweden.?’ On Juhe 1,
ICEL und the NCP orgunized un Invitational Cohsultation on Strengthening International Envi-
ronmental Law, with recommendations of the International Militury Council on Climate und
Security. Both ICEL Nuiribi Representative Donald Kaniary and ICEL Executive Governor Nicho-
lus A. Robinson uttended the 1972 Stockholm Conference und the 2022 50th conmemoration.

2022 Purticipution in UNGA deliberdations on uadopting the Humun Right to the Environment (UN Re-
presentative in NY, Prof. Victor Tufur)

2022 Participuted in the annuul Meetings the Infernational Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) in
Abu Dhabi unnudlly — Represented by Prof. Shakeel Kazmi.

October 2022 Purticiputed und co-sponsored of the Oslo University International Conference on En-
vironmental Law in Norway October 2023.

October 2022 Side-event ut UN with France, Costu Ricu, Morocco, und UPEACE und NCP on the
Judicidl Interpretution of the UN Humaun Right to the Environment, with Justice Numbitha Dum-
buzu from South Africu, Justice Brian Preston from NSW Australia and Prof. Nicholus A. Robinson,
ICEL Executive Governor.

18 List of Motions | [UCN World Conservution Congress 2020 (iuchconyress2020.0ry)

19 See Towards u Globul Legal Framework in Harmohy und Peuce with Nature — 19 November 2021 - ICEL (ice-
linfernational.ory).

20 See Beyond UNEP’s 50th Anniversury: Attuining the SDGs — ICEL (icelinternational.ory).
21 See ICEL ut United Nutions STOCKHOLM+50 - ICEL (icelinfernutional.ory).


http://icelinternational.org/
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/assembly/motions
https://icelinternational.org/2021/07/05/towards-global-legal-framework-in-harmony-and-peace-with-nature-19-november-2021/
https://icelinternational.org/2021/07/05/towards-global-legal-framework-in-harmony-and-peace-with-nature-19-november-2021/
https://icelinternational.org/2022/02/02/beyond-uneps-50th-anniversary-attaining-the-sdgs/
https://icelinternational.org/2022/05/26/icel-at-united-nations-stockholm50/
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November 2022 International Workshop in Madrid “Protection of the Environment in Times of Armed
Conflict: Assessing implications of the Infernational Law Commission’s Principles and related
issues”??, orgunized by UC3M und cosponsored by IUCN WCEL, on the UN International Law
Commission’s Principles on Protection of the Environment in relation to Armed conflict.

November 2022 Participuted in the COP of the UNFCCC and Paris Agreement, Egypt (Gustavo Aldnis
uttended in person und UN Representutive in NY Victor Tufur attended virtudlly).

NovemberDecember 2022 Participuted in the first session of the Intergovernmental neyotiating
committee (INC) following United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA-5.2) resolution 5/14 to
develop un internutionul leyully binding instrument on plustic pollution, including in the marine
environment with the umbition to complete the heyotiutions by end of 2024 (UN Representuti-
ve in NY, Victor Tafur, participated virtudlly).

December 2022 Purticiputed in the COP of the UN CBD Montreul, Caunada (Specidl Representautive
Eneus Xavier de Oliveira Jr. uttended in person und UN Representative in NY Victor Tafur atten-
ded virtudlly)

Other programs and activities, include:

» ICEL completed heurly two decudes of activities in support of the judiciary, with UNEP and [UCN
WCEL, und supported the Globudl Judicidl Institute on the Environment, which was findlly estab-
lished in 2022.

»  Trunsfered Elisubeth Haub Award For Environmental Law und Diplomacy, us requested by the
Haub family, fo Pace University’s Elisubeth Haub School of Law, with ICEL on the The award-stut-
utes ussining ICEL a sedt on the jury.

»  Relinquished editoridl roles for the Journal Environmental Policy und Law (EPL), IOS Press, the
editor-in-chief and ICEL Members on editorial advisory board in their personal capacities. ICEL is
exploring opportunities to publish u series of originul environmentul monoyraphs, us short books
oh key topics in environmentul l[uw. ICEL Bourd Member, Prof. Ben Boer is chuir of the Publicutions
Committee.

»  On-Goinhy Substantive: UNESCO World Herituge Convention; Convention on Migratory Species
(CMS); UNCLOS und deep seu bed mining und marine protected areus; Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) uand public participation in Aarhus, Espoo, Escazu conventions; sustaindble en-
eryy; law reform; und advisory opinions from international courts and tribunails.

» ICEL/IUCN Law Library: ICEL remuins in active heyotiation with IUCN dbout the fate of the ICEL/
IUCN Environmental law Library in Bonn; IUCN hus hot kept the library up. ICEL’s Bourd hus re-
guested IUCN to dedicute resources for muintenunce and improved dccess or to fransfer the
library so it cun be digitulized und pluced online for globul access. The IUCN ELC no longer serves
us u secreturiut for the IUCN WCEL.

» IUCN World Conservution Congress — Prepuarations for WCC in 2026-7 are beyinning.

22 https://icelinternational.org/2022/11/10/icel-workshop-protection-of-the-environment-in-times-of-urmed-con-
flict-assessing-implicutions-of-the-internationdl-law-commissions-draft-principles-and-related-issues/


https://icelinternational.org/2022/11/10/icel-workshop-protection-of-the-environment-in-times-of-armed-conflict-assessing-implications-of-the-international-law-commissions-draft-principles-and-related-issues/
https://icelinternational.org/2022/11/10/icel-workshop-protection-of-the-environment-in-times-of-armed-conflict-assessing-implications-of-the-international-law-commissions-draft-principles-and-related-issues/
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ICEL MUSIC AND CULTURE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT (IMCE)

IMCE was established in 2021 with the aim of promoting the implementation of Environmental
Law. Maestro Amos Chiya, Singapore conductor, and a research fellow in sustainability science
at Hiroshima University, is the ICEL Representative for Music and Culture.?

Atthe International Symposium on Peace with Nature: Law for Ecological Resilience held between
2-3 September 2021 in Marseille, the “World Premiere Performance - Music Caring for the Earth”
was launched with “Voice of the Sea”, on whales and whaling activities, composed and played
by Maestro Amos Chiya. The session was moderated by Prof. Nicholas A. Robinson, with Prof. Koh
Kheng Lian as narrator. Subsequently, Maestro Chiya composed “Monochrome Burning”, on
the devastating impacts of forest fires, and “Lost Migration” on the destruction or degradation of
habitats on migratory birds, featured during the side-event on UNEP’s 50th Anniversary in 2022.%

At Stockholm@50, Juhe 2022, ICEL Executive Goverhor Nicholds A. Robinsoh

ahd Professor Michael Bothe

23 See Amos Chiyu - YouTube
24 See https://youtu.be/JYWLEZjuZBQ (introduction), https://youtu.be/4ASZwXemC_| (work)
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ICEL’s Agenda of Consultations and Studies

March 2023 Officidl Virtudl Side-event ut the UN 2023 Water Conference? — formally knowhn s the
2023 Conference for the Midtermn Comprehensive Review of Implementution of the UN Decude
for Action on Wuter aund Sanitution (2018-2028) — ut UN Heudqguarters in New York, 22-24 Murch
2023, co-hosted by ICEL, UNEP, WCEL und the Globul Judiciul Institute on the Environment,

April 2023 (ohgoing 2024-2025) Provide capducity-building with regards to the issues, and file am-
icus brief, concerninyg the udvisory opinion requested by the UNGA from the Internationul Court
of Justice on the obligdtions of States under intfernationdl law to ensure the protection of the
climute system from unthropoygenic emissions of yreenhouse yuses.

April 2023 Participaute in the UN inferactive didlogue to be held on 24 April 2023 dt the plenary
Mmeetings during the commemordation of International Mother Earth Day, with the participation
of the United Nutions system, independent experts und other relevunt stukeholders, in particular
Indigenous Peoples, in order to discuss the possibility of convening und the scope of u high-lev-
el meetiny, tentatively entitled “Earth Assembly”, to be held on 22 April 2024. UNGA Resolution
A/77/169. On 23 April 2023, ICEL orgunized the informul preparatory meeting for the event, with
participution of over 80 world wide experts in the topic, ut Pace University in New York City.

April 2023 Colluborution with Lenupe Center for the UN Permunent Forum on Indigenous Issues
und Harmony with Nuture didlogues ut UN Heudguarters in NY.

May/June 2023 Purticipute in the second session of the Intfergovernmentul neyotiuting commit-
tee (INC-2) to develop un intfernutionadl leydlly binding instrument on plustic pollution, including
in the Marine environment,

May/June 2023 ICEL Internutfional Conference on Environmental Law, in Sao Paulo, Brazil, with
the Instituto Planeta Verde, Lawyers for u Green Planet.

July 2023 Annudl ICL Informul Meeting/ Luncheon, in Genevu, Switzerlund.

July 2023 Parficipute in the World Law Congress New York City 2023, orgunized by the World Jurist
Associution und World Law Founduation. Panel on Nature, Justice und Peuce. Held launch event
at UC3M Toledo Cumpus, cospohsored with the Globdal Judicidl Institute for the Environment, on
5 Muy 2023 in Madrid.?

February-September 2023 into September 2024 Participute in the consultations for the UN Summit
oh the Future, UN Heudyuarters in NY.

October 2023 Ahnuul Meeting of ICEL Bourd of Governors und Members Assembly in Madrid at
UC3M.

25 Event: The “2018 Brusiliu Declaration of Judyges on Water Justice”: The Role of Courts in the Implementation of

SDG 6 und Other Water-reluted Gouls aund Targets. — ICEL (icelinternationdl.ory); see dlso Keys to the United
Nutions Wuter Conference, 22-24 March 2023 — ICEL (icelinternational.ory).

26 https://icelinternational.org/2023/04/28/diclogues-on-nature-justice-and-peace-may-5th-2023/


https://icelinternational.org/2023/03/14/event-the-2018-brasilia-declaration-of-judges-on-water-justice-the-role-of-courts-in-the-implementation-of-sdg-6-and-other-water-related-goals-and-targets/
https://icelinternational.org/2023/03/14/event-the-2018-brasilia-declaration-of-judges-on-water-justice-the-role-of-courts-in-the-implementation-of-sdg-6-and-other-water-related-goals-and-targets/
https://icelinternational.org/2023/03/20/keys-to-the-united-nations-water-conference-22-24-march-2023/
https://icelinternational.org/2023/03/20/keys-to-the-united-nations-water-conference-22-24-march-2023/
https://icelinternational.org/2023/04/28/dialogues-on-nature-justice-and-peace-may-5th-2023/
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From left to right: Prof. James May (Delaware Law School, Wideher University), Justice Briah Preston
(Presiding Judge, Environment and Land Court, New South Wcles, Austrdlic), Prof, Katrina Kuh
(Haub Law, Pace University), Prof. David Forman (William S. Richardson School of Law, University

of Hawdii), Prof, Emilie Gdillard (Normandy Chdir for Peace, Generdl Coordinator; SciencesPo
Renhes), Tony Oposu (ICEL's Ombudsmcan for Future Genherations, NCP Chdair Leader), Justice
Nambitha Dambuza (Justice, Supreme Court of South Africa), and Prof. Nicholas A. Robinson, ICEL 'S
Executive Goverhor.

» November - December 2023 Purticipute in the COP of the UNFCCC und Paris Agreement, United
Arub Emirates.

»  February 2024 Purticipute in the UNEA meetinys in Nuirobi.
» 2024 Purticipution in the COP of the UN CBD plunned to be held in 2024 in Turkey.
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ICEL Representative and ICEL Panel of Advisors

ICEL Representatives Worldwide

ICEL Jurist serve pro bono publico to contribute their expertise to many international endeavors. In
2022, ut the Oslo Bourd of Governors meeting, ICEL honored the most senior representutive serving
since appointed by Wolfganyg Burhenne: Donald Kuniaru in Nuirobi und Milena Bellini-Sheppuard in
Gehevuy,

ICEL Representatives

Prof. Victor Tufur, UN Headyuurters New York
Ms. Milena Bellini-Sheppard, UN Genhevu
Mr. Donuld Kanidaru, UN Nairobi
Mr. Reinhard Krapp, Bohn
Prof. Koh Kheny Liun, ASEAN
Prof. Chikosu Bundu, Africun-Asiun Legul Consultative Orgunization
Prof. Hiroko Murduki-Gottlieb, Oceuns
Prof. Jumes May, Rights of Nature
Mr. Antohio Oposu, Ombudmun for Future Generations

Maestro Amos Chiyda, Music und Culture

ICEL Panel of Advisors

As ICEL enters its second century of service in elaborating the world’s systems of environmental law, it
benefits from consulting u punel of advisors. Environmental law is enriched by the customs and [aws
of euch region und place. The relutionships of ecoloyicul law bind nature und people, and the con-
finuing chdllenge is for governments to nurture, in positive ways, these relationships. ICEL’s Bourd of
Governors encouruyges the udvice und insight of peoples und pluces. To thut end, und open-ended
punel of udvisors provides ICEL with counsel (see ICEL’s Punel of Advisors in the ICEL webpuye).


https://icelinternational.org
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ICEL Representative and ICEL Panel of Advisors

ICEL Executive Governhor Nicholas A. Robihson ICEL Executive Governhor Nicholds A. Robinson
anhd ICEL Representdtive ih Geheva, Milleha and ICEL Representdtive in Nairobi Dohald

Bellini-Sheppard, at the Assembly and Board Kanhiaru
meeting in Oslo 2022

In Rio de Janeiro, March 2019, ICEL
Chancellor, Justice Ahtonhio H. Behjamin, ICEL

ICEL Executive Goverhor Nicholas A. Robinsoh Executive Goverhor Nicholas A. Robinhsonh,
uahd ICEL Associate Executive Goverhor and Professor Dehise Antolini anhd ICEL Board
UN Representdative in NY, Victor M. Tafur Member and ILC Chuair Professor Nilufer Oral
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An Invitation: ICEL Jurists, Supporters and Friends -
Contributing to ICEL’s Education & Capacity-Building
Endeavors Through the Coalition For Ecological Law

As this report attests, ICEL is a strong und revitdlized orgunization. The problems of reshaping the
law in this Anthropocene Epoch exceed our prior chdllenges. Since 1969, ICEL has dlways succeed-
ed through voluntary contributions of time, funding, und tulent, Environmentadl law must cope with
what some see us un existentidl crises of biodiversity losses und unprecedented impucts of climute
chanyge (droughts und floods, seu level rises,

wildfires, and wide swings in femperatures in the

seus und on the lund). New modes of behuv-

ior dre heeded, und ecoloyicudl law will heed

to bolster environmentul ethics with stfronyger

norms in binding treuties und in strony hationadl

leyislation.

You know this dlready. To strengthen environ-

Mmentdl law, many incremental decisions will be

heeded ucross dll fields of luw, guided by the

Humun Right to the Environment. ICEL cun pro-

vide essentiul expertise for this by beiny repre-

sented strateyicdlly in treaty neyotiations und

hationadl leyislative forms.

ICEL cun do this with your engagement!

If you recommit your expertise 1o represent ICEL
in un ohgoing environmentadl law theme, or in
u hew undertuking, we invite you to volunteer.
ICEL cun dccredit you to u hegoftiation or du-
thorize purticipution in u luw reform context, re-
giondlly or nationdlly. ICEL representatives dre
dlreudy uctive in the field.

ICEL’s Chuncellor Ahtonio H. Benjamin and Prof.
Koh Kheny Lian, Board Member and Patron, in

Toledo, dffer the meetings in Madrid, November
2019

If you cun donute time, by writing un article or

U monhoyruph onh d pressing environmentdl law issue, ICEL cun work to see it is published und dissem-
inated. See, for example, the editoriul “Laws of Nuture and nations,” published lust December in the
Revistu Espunolu de Derecho International (vol. 74/2/2022) ut pp.17-22.%7

If you cun donute u financiul contribution, directly to ICEL or throught the Coulition For Ecoloyicul
Law (Tux-exempt for US contributions), ICEL will honor your contribution and put it to work on projects
such as those outlined ubove. ICEL hus established honhorary rosters, recoghnizing donhors who support

27 See Revistu Espunolu de Derecho Internacional - Vol. 74 2 2022 - dipublico.ory.
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An Invitation: ICEL Jurists, Supporters and Friends -
Contributing to ICEL’s Education & Capacity-Building
Endeavors Through the Coalition For Ecological Law

this oh-goiny ICEL work. We invite everyone to muke d finunciul contribution at whatever level un
individual ICEL Jurist, Supporter or Friend of ICEL may wish.

Donations may be made through da wire fransfer or by check to ICEL’s bunk account in Madrid.
Donutions may diso be sent to the Coudlition For Ecoloyicul Law, Inc., in New York, by wire transfer,
check, Zelle® or credit card puyment viu u sufe Chuse Bunk puyment link. Donations in the USA will
gudlify for income tax-deductions to the extent permitted by US federdl luw. To contribute, pleuse
go to www.ecoloygiculaw.ory.

You dre invited to donhate at whichever level you prefer. Ahnuadl contributions will be included in
unnhuul budygets, including reserves. Significaunt one-time yifts may be invested in ICEL's endowment,
All donors will receive u certificute to record their donution und inclusion in the rosters indicuted for
edch yiving leve (in $US or eyuivalent € or other currencies) |. Rosters will be published online and in
the aunnudl report (unless the donor wishes to remuin unonymous und so reyuests).

Patron (one-time donations of SUS 10,000 und up) — may be invested in endowment,
Nagendra Singh Honorary Society (Annuailly, SUS 5,000 und up)

Wolfgang E. Burhenne Fellow and Frangoise Burhenne-Guilmin Fellowship (Annuailly,
SUS 2,500 to 4,999)

Society of Founders (Annually, SUS 500 to 2,499)
Friends (Annuuilly, SUS 1.00 to 499)

To yet informution on how to process donutions, pleuse contuct Dr. Victor Tufur, ICEL Associute Execu-
five Governor, atf tufur.victor@gmail.com or visit www.ecoloyiculaw.ory.

You ure invited to contuct ICEL if you wish to contribute or undertuke u project or purticipute in uny
of ICEL’s on-goiny educutional und cupdacity-building programs.

Thank you for your pust and we hope future, or new, conftributions to ICEL’s success

Sincerely yours,

by Gl VitlarH o

Nicholas A. Robinson Victor M. Tafur
Executive Goverhor Associute Executive Governor

15 Muy 2023
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